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The 75 year life-span of the ACS Rubber Division has seen dramatic changes in the
development of chemicals used to process, vulcanize and protect finished rubber
products. Starting from the discovery of vulcanization and the early use of aniline as an
organic accelerator, this paper traces the development of this important segment of the
rubber industry. Contributions of pioneers in this area are recognized as well as work of
more recent investigators who are slowly changing this from an area of “black art” into a
recognized science.
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